NAYANA

PARABLE OF PARASURAMA

There are numerous interpretations to the ten
.ncarnations (Dasavataras) of God. Both the interpretations
md the nature of understanding can only be based on the
iegree of enlightenment of the persons interested. The sixth
incarnation, namely Parasurama, was variously commented
upon but the reasons given were uniformly unconvincing and
clever befitting divimty. The first four incornations were not
human, the fifth was a manikin arid only the sixth incarnation
was a fully realised being.

Nayana contemplated on the significance of these
incarnations, particularly that of the sixth with which was

associated the divnity ofPadaiveedu (Sri Renuka) where he
sought refuge.

Jamadagni, V-asistha and Viswamitra .were
contemporaries who helped emergence of the divine
incarnation for the well-being of the world. The spiritual
knowledge resulting fro.m the Parasurama Avatar was adopted
as the starting point in the case of the Rama avator. This
knowledge was reported to have been imparted by Vasistha
ro Rama. The asthra Vidya reailsed by Parasurama, was in
truth, taught by Viswamitra to Rama. And Rama was finally
portrayed as a full divine human. The story of Parasurama

could only be understood against a background of spiritual
appreciation.

Kaartaveeirya the Hyhaya king belonged to the clan
ofYadus who were of foreign extraction. Hyhaya kings were
ruling parts of Western India comprising the present
Maharashtra, Karnataka and Kerala. Their capital was
Maahishmati, Kaartaveeirya was a powerful king. Polygamy
was prevalent among the Hyhayas. Many neighbouring kings
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